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this partnership and request a substantive change at least 18 months before offering instruction at the partner institution's facilities. 8 . If a COM wishes to acquire or merge with another COM, it must submit a written request to the AOA COCA at least 18 months before offering instruction.
If a COM wants to add a permanent location
at a site where a teach-out is being conducted for students of another COM that has ceased operations before all students have completed their program of study, that COM must notify the AOA COCA of its intention to acquire the closed COM at least 18 months before it wishes to add the site as a permanent location.
Requests for substantive change must be submitted to the AOA COCA according to the schedule guideline in " Table 6a : Substantive Change Submission Guidelines" in The Standards. 10(p63) Each substantive change has minimum timelines for the notification and submission of supporting materials, as well as a suggested timeline for the AOA COCA to review the materials. The suggested timelines are set up to allow substantive changes to be approved in time for implementation at the beginning of an academic year. These timelines are suggestions; a substantive change may be approved at any AOA COCA meeting.
Revisions to Standards
At the April 2012 meeting of the AOA COCA, new and revised standards were approved. Most of these new and revised standards were on the subject of graduate medical education (GME) and the new Standard 8: GME
Outcomes. These additions and revisions were incorporated into The Standards and became effective on July 1,
2013
. 10 As a result of these changes, COMs now need to address GME outcomes when they are requesting a substantive change. Requests for substantive change in the following areas were affected:
The AOA COCA recognizes 10 types of substantive change ( Figure 1) COMs were using a uniform method of calculating and demonstrating progress and planning for GME and clinical rotations. The toolkit will be used in the future by all
COMs requesting substantive changes that require GME and clinical rotation information. The data analyst on AOA COCA staff will continue to assist COMs in using the toolkit, which is available by request.
Monitoring a Substantive Change
After a substantive change has been granted, the AOA COCA begins monitoring the substantive change. By monitoring a substantive change, the AOA COCA ensures that the criteria that were met for the substantive change to be granted continue to be met after the substan- In each of these areas, the following new criterion was added to the existent criteria that a COM must address in its presentation to the AOA COCA when requesting a substantive change 10(p68) :
A GME feasibility report (incorporating the retrospective GME Accountability Report outcome metrics of COMs, 4 branch campuses, and 4 additional locationsa total of 37 sites (Table) . (continued) 
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